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“Bunny” is cooling off in Graham’s, our horse, 
water bucket. Bunny is the best dog to have 

around horses. Very savvy!!! And she likes to 
share carrots with Graham.  

- Lisa Schmidt of NH

Tucker competed in his first CPE which is Canine Perfor-
mance Event, on October 17th 2009. He got his Enthusiast 

Level 1 Standard Title first time out. It required 2 legs of a standard agility 
course. He was jumping at 12 inches. I did compete him myself. Unfortu-
nately last November he started to refuse the A Frame and I had the vet 
check him out. He advised me to stop the agility for awhile. I have had him 
on a supplement called Mega C Plus for the past year. I am going to have 
him checked again in January to see if we can start up the agility again. 
This summer we practiced at home on our agility course. We did low jumps 
and practiced some of our fancy footwork and turns. Tucker is such a joy to 
work with. He just loves to please and he loves agility. He is such a willing 
dog and loves to go to classes with me. He just loves to learn new things. 
Always waiting for that next adventure with his Mom! 
 
He is now working in Nosework classes. He has mastered the scent of Sweet 
Birch. This spring we will be taking him to an odor recognition trial to get 
him certified in this scent. Then he will be able to compete. He is a very me-
thodical hunter when he is looking for the Q-tip soaked in Sweet Birch. And 
the expression on his little face when he finds it is priceless. 
 
We did find that he had a sensitivity to chicken. He had horrible ear prob-
lems this past year and we could not figure it out. Then my friend said that 
her Boykin was sensitive to chicken. We removed all chicken from his feed 
including the chicken I was using for training. And his ears cleared right 
up.
 
I have included our Christmas Photo that I took this year. Luke is the 
Springer, Tucker and Hailey is our Boxer/Spaniel rescue from the south.

- Mary and Tucker Whitney of NH
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Of ce Manager’s Comments:

Greetings:

I would like to introduce myself.  My name is Karen Graham and I have succeeded Lisa Perry as CERF’s 
Offi ce Manager.  I recently graduated from Purdue with a BS in Organizational Leadership and Supervision, but 
assumed responsibility as the manager in January of 2004.  I will work very hard to maintain the high standards 
that were set before I accepted this position.  CERF has had a transitional year and our goal is to provide you 
with excellent service now and in the future.

Two other people have joined the offi ce or changed positions.  Dr. Sheryl Krohne, our ACVO Liaison has now 
assumed the CERF offi ce director’s role as well, replacing Dr. Dan Hogan.  Dr. Hogan is still around serving 
as secretary to our board of directors.  Shelly Dyrek came on board as the registration clerk just over a year ago 
and is a great asset to CERF.  There have been several changes at CERF over the past year and a half which has 
caused a delay in publishing our semi-annual newsletter.  One change involved moving the home offi ce of the 
Veterinary Medical DataBase (VMDB, our parent organization) to the University of Illinois.  CERF’s home 
offi ce remains at Purdue University and has made changes to accommodate the separation of the two.  

Other changes involving CERF include purchasing and installing new equipment.  We have updated our 
computers and purchased a new scanner to scan the research forms we receive from the ACVO Diplomates.  
We have kept our computer support staff extremely busy with installing the new equipment and transferring 
all the data.  These computer upgrades and server problems have put CERF behind schedule in fi lling requests 
for memberships and breed reports. I want to thank all of you for being so very understanding during this time 
of transition. Thanks to the staff at CERF and VMDB and their diligence, we will be able to provide reports to 
breed club members, as well as fi lling other requests for reports, in a more timely fashion in 2006.
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