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“Adorable mixed breeds” get cancer,
epilepsy, allergies, heart disease. and
orthopedic problems just like pure-
breds. I see it every day in my veteri-
nary practice but mixed breed dogs
aren 't tracked hike the purebreds so
they have a reputation as “healthier™
that 15 actually undeserved n many
cazes.”

It 15 50 sad that a lot of folks, mclad-
g young veterinanans these days,
buy into the “hybrid vigor” baloney.
The vet schools have been mfiloated
by the Amimal Pights Extremusts, who
are teaching them this junk science in
order to push their agenda.

All amimals have a certam amount of
genetic load, which 1s to say there 13
absolutely no anmmal without some
genetic problem of some sort of
another. Know anyone who wears
glasses? Has allerzies? Thyroid prob-
lems? Weak knees? Flat feet? A skin
condition? Arthntis? A gap between
therr front teeth? These are all genetic
mmperfections.

No human 13 genetcally “clean.” Nei-
ther 15 any individual of amy species
on earth. So this idea that dogs should
not be bred because they might have a
genetic problem, and that breeders are
somehow “evil” for breedmg them, 15
ndiculous. Every single individual of
every single species has at least a few
genetic conditions.

To use PeTA’s logic, all breeding of
all kinds (ncloding having human
babies) should half immediately. And
to be honest, Ingrid Newkirk (the
woman who founded PeTA) does
believe exactly that. She thinks that
humans should become extinet, along
with dogs, cats, etc. Tlis ndiculous
scenarto 15 precisely what she would
like to see happen.

So folks, if that 15 what vou want...

if you agree with Ingrid Newkirk's
whacky views, send vour hard eamed
money to PeTA_ They will help to
ensure you are not able to own a dog
or cat or hamster or any other pet in

the future. They will see to it that
vou can't eat meat or fish or eggs or
any type of ammal-based nutriion.
They will work to shut down places
like Sea World, the zoos, etc. 30 you
cammot observe the many wonderful
animals on the Earth.

ventually, once they accomplish
these things, they may tum ther
efforts to making 1t illegal for
Inumzns to procreate.

If you don't agree with thewr extremust
Views, Wise up and start supporimg
those who truly do love, care for and
enjoy interaction with other species
here on our little blue planet.

The fanciers of the breeds, those you
ses exhibiting their dogs at
Westminster and other dog shows,
work very hard to eliminate serious
genetic conditions. They screen their
Breeding stock with every available
test. They research pedigrees before
breeding nto other lmes, to check for
sinmlar clearances m those amimals.
They contribute money to research or-
gamzations to further the work bemg
deone to track down genetic problems.
They contribute blood, cell samples,
etc. Tom their own ammals to hel
with DNA and genome studies. They
have made zreat progress so far, and
they contimue to work hard at it Are
there unethical breeders? Certainly,
there are. Just as m any group of
humans, you will find the sood and
the bad. United States VP Elect Joe
Biden, for example managed to find
a not so good one when he got lns
new German Shepherd puppy. I don’t
know who did his research for him,
but they obvicusly didn’t do thear
homework if they were looking for a
responsible breeder. Joe has the nght
to get lus dog fTom whomever he
wishes, but if he was trying to st an
example of purchasing from a respon-
sible hobby breeder he went off the
track thas ime. That's too bad, but 1t
was his choice. Unforfunately, breed-
ers like that may be a lot easier to find
because of their high volume and high
profile. If vou are lockmg for a mice

Veterinarian speaks out on PETA & Westminister by br Lisbye Miller

fanmly pet from a breeder who will be
there for you forever, you need to do
due diligence. You won't get that from
a pet store. You won't get that from
the guy sellmg dogs out of lus prckup
tmuck m the Waldfart parking lot. You
won 't get that support from a lngh-
volume breeder, either. Yes, it takes
a hittle more time and effort to find
someone who really cares and does all
the work to breed the healtliest, hap-
Eiec-t puppies possible and then stands
ehind those puppies. Ths 15 a hving
bemg that wiiq be part of your fam-
ily, hopefully, for many years. Isn't it
worth a bit of effort to find a breeder
who will be there for you and that
puppy forever?

And guess what? Shows ke West-
nunster are a very valuable resource
for finding breeders who do care and
who use the best possible practices,
as well as for learming more about the
vartous breeds.

Brave to USA Network for broad-
casting the Westnumnster Kennel Club
show all these years. May they enjoy
contimued success through the ongo-
mg mclusion of such programs. I
will be eagerly watching this vear’s
show!”

- Dr. Libbye Miller
Elizabethtown, KY

{Thank you Dr. Miller for your
permussion fo crosspost.)
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I'd like to introduce myself,
my family, and most importantly
my dogs. My name 13 Sharon
Kauzlarich and I"ve bean asked
to chair the Health and Education
committee for this breed. I am so
excited to have the opportunity
to discnss and leam more about
health 1ssues related to Bovians.

I live in Central Ilhnois with my
husband, Dan, and danghter. Ka-
tie. We've enjoved this breed for
over twenty-five years. Currently
we owa fwo Bovkin:, a thirteen-
year-old girl, 5':13;1& and a young
boy Strauss. In addition we have

a house full of Nova Scotia Duck
Tolling Retrievers. We've had

top show Tollers and are currently
campaigning the #1 Toller bitch
in the nation. We've shown AKC/
UEC champions and ntled in hunt.
rally, and cbedience. We are look-
ing forward to show Strauss off in
the conformation ring come Janu-
ary. The hunting blend of Boykins
and Tollers makes for a pack that
can hunt over a vared terrain.

I must admit my interest in dog
health-related issues was not been
peeked from my Boylans, In fact,
my Boykins have alwavs been
extremely healthy with our biggest
on-going health 3sues being ear
infections. So when I hear about
Bovlin health issues T must ask
mryself whar 15 the reason these

roblems are susfacing in this

reed? My guess w ould be a num-
ber of factors such as environment.
breeding practices, nutrition, and
vaccination.

As I discuss what I have found to
be beneficial with my dogs, please
remember I am not a3 veterinarian
or an expert. I strongly encour-
age all pet owners to have a good
working relationship with their
vet. However, I have also leamned
[ am the ultimate decision maler
on what treatments. vaccinations,

and nutrition 15 afforded to my
dogs. If my healthcare provider is
unwilling to discuss pros and cons
of decisions concerning my dogs.
I'm locking for a new vet.

S0 on to my first subject near
and dear fo my heart; nutnition. I'll
admit right up front, ] FEED RAW
DIET. I suspect half of the read-
ers are now saving Is she crazy™
and the other hﬂ.ifi":- saying “T can’t
watt fo learn more’ ‘»Tﬂa hope s
the first half will at least listen to
the benefits of this approach of
feeding.

My change to raw was prompted
by a number of issues not the least
bemg the dog food recalls. How-
ever, my main reason for dropping
the kibbles was my Toller, Daph-
anie. She derelnped LIIE - 1118 -
diated hemolytic anemua at the age
of three. A dog with this disease,
brought on in Daphanie’s case by
over-vaccination. destroys the red
blocd cells leading, in many cases,
to death of the -::1::1%l We saved
Daphanie but she lived on predni-
sone and just would not thrive until
I made the decision fo scra
kibbles and turn to raw. Iﬁphau:e
15 now Pred free and enjoying a
healthy and active lifesty ife.

Nutrition touches every aspect of
a dog's life including disposition,
coat, muscle texture, teeth, eyes,
bone structore, skin, ears, energ
levvel, reproduction, and even their
poop. What vour dog eats could be
the most mlp-:-t'rmf consideration
vou have to make about caring
for your Bovkin. As known in
the computér world, “Garbage In,
Garbage Out” most certainly holds
true in the canine world as well

Feeding raw has many rewards
for your Boykin but I'lf only touch
on a few. It can be very ﬁ'ighren-
ing to start the process as you may
be concerned about doing more
harm than good. Iwas luck to

Healthwise <

Benefits From Feeding Raw Diet

by Sharen Kauzlanch

find a group of dog owners/breed-
ers that have been feeding raw for
many generations and I pull from
their L:.umt!edge I felt very com-
fortable in thew advice as many in
thiz group are exhibiting or com-
peting with top dogs i the show
ring, agility, huutmEr, and obedi-
ence. 1hese dogs are not Vour
“Couch Potato™ variety and must
be in top performing shape.

Eenefits: my dogs have enjoved
from raw include the following:

Improved Skin and Coat

Most raw fed dogs will enjoy an
itch-free life. If a kibble fed dog
suffers from allergies this diet
should improve or eliminate the
problem. Hot spots go away and
their skin 15 healthy and dander
free. After switching to raw you'll
see an initial shed-off but the new
coat will be thicker. healthier and
shimer. Imagine this as you en-
ter the AKC conformation world
where something as simple as the
feel of the coat can keep you off
the winner s podinm.

Stronger Bones

Your developing pups will benefit
from this diet with stronger bones
thus minimizing the risk of struc-
tural damage. Their growth rate
will be slower and in appropriate
proportionate and thus no more
of those “ugly growth stages™. It
would be an

interesting study to see if raw fed
pups have better hip ratings than
their kibble counterparts. 1 would
suspect yes.

Improved Muscle Mass

Protein from a raw diet builds
mmscle; grain from a kibble diet
builds fat. Probably enough said
on this 511?&4:': out nation of dogs
Continued on page 5
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